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WHAT IS AP?
 The Advanced Placement Program® (AP) enables willing and 

academically prepared students to pursue college-level studies while still 
in high school.

 The program consists of college-level courses developed by the AP 
Program that high schools can choose to offer, and corresponding exams 
that are administered once a year.

 Advanced Placement Course Exams have been administered since 
1955.

 Each AP course is modeled on a comparable introductory college 
course in the subject.

 Each course culminates in a standardized college-level assessment, or 
AP Exam.

 AP Exams are given in May each year at testing locations all over the 
world.

 Schools must be authorized by the AP Course Audit to offer approved 
AP courses and use the AP designation.



WHY CHOOSE AP?
 Receive instruction from the most qualified teachers.  Courses are 

thoroughly audited to ensure they meet the standard for instruction.  

Teachers receive training and access to numerous resources.

 Explore subjects of interest in greater depth and breadth than often 

afforded in an honors or college-prep course and develop greater 

skill and fluency.

 Stand out on college applications. AP courses on a student’s 

transcript shows that they’ve challenged themselves with the most 

rigorous courses available to them. And success on an AP Exam 

shows that they’re ready for college-level coursework.

 Earn college credit and/or skip introductory courses in college. Most 

four-year colleges and universities in the United States—as well as 

many institutions in more than 100 other countries—grant students 

credit, placement, or both for qualifying AP Exam scores (Qualifying 

scores vary from one college to the next.  You are encouraged to 

research specific institutions and compare A.P. policies and credit.)



FOR WHOM IS AP FOCUSED?
 All students who are willing and academically prepared to accept 

the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum should be 

considered for admission to AP courses.

 The College Board encourages the elimination of barriers that restrict 

access to AP courses for students from ethnic, racial and 

socioeconomic groups that have been traditionally 

underrepresented in the AP Program. Schools should make every 

effort to ensure that their AP classes reflect the diversity of their 

student population.

 Certain AP courses have prerequisites. For example, students taking 

AP Physics 1 should have completed Geometry and be taking 

Algebra 2 or an equivalent course. Check the individual course 

pages to see this information.  (apcentral.collegeboard.org)

 If you are considering an AP course, but have never completed an 

honors or gifted course, I would suggest you climb the scholastic 

ladder without skipping rungs.



WHEN IS AP AVAILABLE?

 Mill Creek Currently Offers 30 Different AP Courses.  These courses are 

available to students throughout their high school experience, 

depending on pre/co-requisites for the courses.

 9th grade students may be eligible to study the following courses:

 AP Human Geography (”A” students in both 8th grade LA & SS)

 AP Statistics (concurrent enrollment in Accelerated Geometry)

 AP Computer Science Principles (concurrent enrollment in 

Geometry, or higher level)

 Students are encouraged to develop a four-year plan that may 

include multiple options for AP opportunities.

 The AP Capstone Program and the AP World/Euro Combo are 

unique opportunities for select students, by invitation, following the 

successful completion of at least one AP course during the 9th grade 

year, and earning a 4.0 GPA during the first semester.



F.A.Q.S

 How many AP classes is too many?  That depends upon the 
student’s desire, ambition, and other commitments.  

 How much time does an AP class require?  Most classes average 
between three and six hours of homework per school week, with 
additional readings/study prior to unit exams.

 Can students try a course for a few weeks and see how it suits them?  
No.  Due to the difficulties of staffing & scheduling, MCHS requires 
students and parents to sign an AP Contract, committing to a year 
of study.  

 Is the grade in the course weighted?  Yes.  Gwinnett County 
transcripts reflect an additional 10% weighting for the rigor in an AP 
course.  Different colleges weight all incoming freshmen grades 
differently.  HOPE Scholarship requirements require a GPA that is 
weighted on a 4.0 scale.  An unweighted “B” in an AP class is worth 
3.5/4.0.  For example, if Alexa earns an unweighted 88% in my class, 
her transcript would reflect a 98% and her score for HOPE Scholarship 
purposes would be 3.5 for the course.  An unweighted “A” in an AP 
class is worth the same as any other course for HOPE, 4.0/4.0, but 
may be reflected as high as 110% on the high school transcript.


